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March 23, 2010

Easter Message

V. Rev. Dr. Cleopas Strongylis

Dearly Beloved Stewards and Friends of the An-
nunciation Cathedral Family,

Having already entered Great Lent and the sta-
dium of virtues, the Church once again asks us to
rededicate ourselves to meet the challenges of this
life, striving for the heavenly and incorruptible
crown of virtue, which our Lord will grant us.
Christ Himself cleared the path towards our deifi-
cation by taking on human nature through His
ineffable mercy, although He Himself was God!
This good news serves as the basis of the Gospel,
and finds completion in our Lord's triumphant
Resurrection.

O EvayysAtouog mmg Oeotoxov
(Annunciation of the Theotokos)

Amidst this month's many holy services, filled with devotion and unmatched poetic
hymns, there shines a truly special holiday that marks our faith and the history of the
Greek people. On March 25%, the Christian world celebrates the Annunciation of the The-
otokos, and the Greek nation celebrates its independence from four centuries under the
Ottoman yoke. This double holiday affords us the opportunity to consider the meaning
and concept of Freedom.

The words of the hymnographer «Wherever God wills, the order of nature is defeated...»
resonate in our churches during the vespers of the Annunciation. Through this hymn, the
author attempts to illustrate the important role of freedom in our faith. The search for this
very freedom has heavily colored Greek history and culture from its inception. “On, you
men of Hellas! Free your native land. Free your children, your wives, the temples of your fathers’
gods, and the tombs of your ancestors. Now you are fighting for all you have (Aeschylus, Persians,
lines 402-405) .” Perhaps it was the thirst for freedom that led our people to become among
the first to embrace the Christian faith.

Preeminent literary works, like that of H.E. Metropolitan John of Pergamon (From
Mask to Person, John Zizioulas, Metropolitan of Pergamon), stress that freedom wells from the
ontological meaning of the Gospel: The freedom of personal uniqueness, which is experi-
enced through the cultivation of personal relationships of communion and the denial of
individualism. Throughout its history, Orthodoxy has stressed the life-giving importance
of the persons of the Holy Trinity; the distinct roles of each person of the holy and consub-
form a inclusive divine bond of love.
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Easter Message (cont.)

With this concept of the divine as our starting point, our people realized the true freedom they sought from the begin-
ning of their journey into history, thousands of years before. It is through this viewpoint that the basis of the metaphys-
ics and every aspect (spiritual and material) of Romanity — Christian Hellenism — can be explained.

The tyranny of the philosophers' "laws," which governed both mortals and immortals, (e.g. the tragic end that
befell the heroes of the Greek myths) is instantaneously destroyed through the divine condescension of our Savior. Un-
doubtedly, the message of the Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary may have appeared irrational to human ears, but it
became and remains «good tidings» for all mankind. This news was crucial and decisive - especially for the ever uneasy
Greek people. God Himself accepts to take on the nature of his creation, for the sole sake of his manic love for the hu-
man race. This ecstatic love will lead Him to accept the most disgraceful of deaths, in order to ensure freedom (which
through Christ was bestowed upon human nature) from the laws of nature and biological order of life, through His life-
giving Resurrection!

In short, the Gospel proclaims love and freedom as the primary elements of life. Ontologically, God is not com-
pelled to exist. It is the love of the Father that begets the Son and sends forth the Holy Spirit. This mutually inclusive
bond of love between the persons of the Holy Trinity is what gives life to the world. For us Orthodox Christians, God
cannot be conceived of as an abstract force, which plays some undefined role in our life, but as the persons of the Holy
Trinity, who invite us to participate in God's love. By cultivating a clearly personal (not individual) relationship with
them, we are able to transform from being individuals who are cut off from communion, bound to mortality and the
fleeting nature of biological existence, to free persons, who can, with the grace of God, overcome their physical limita-
tions and change their mode of existence.

As is natural, it was impossible for Hellenism's soul searching not to take on a physical manifestation as well [A
characteristic feature of our people is their constant attempt to capture their metaphysical truth in the physcial world as
well (Parthenon, St. Sophia, icons) as well as through their actions («It is not up to me or anyone else living here to give
you the city,» Constantine Palaiologos' words to Sultan Mehmet)]. And so, during the thousands of years of Greek
presence on the historical scene, many battles and struggles awaited these people in defense of their greatest good: free-
dom. Ignoring the number, riches or military might of their would be conqueror, the Greek people fought until death in
defense of freedom. The same spirit of bravery that characterized our ancestors' mindset at Thermopylae, Marathon,
and Salamis inspired Rigas Feraios to write the characteristic lines "It's better to have an hour as a free man than forty
years as a slave,” which became the war cry of the Struggle for Independence. The War of 1821 served as modern
Greece's finest answer to counter the assertions of Fallmerayer (Denial of any genealogical relationship between the ancient
and modern Greeks). Their deeds, mindset, and outlook on the importance of freedom remain the same despite the pass-
ing of over one thousand years.

As Prof. Christos Yannaras very accurately points out, even the clergy, through their direct participation in the
War of Independence, placed their social and religious position at risk in many ways, by assuming positions on the bat-
tlefield in defense of the people. Thus, for the clergy of the time, the spiritual and physical protection of the faithful even
took precedence over their own individual safety and salvation! Greek war hero and general Ioannis Makryiannis ex-
presses this succinctly when he writes in his memoirs: «our mindset focused on 'us' and not T'.»

With this in mind, let us complete the feat of Great Lent all together, so we can reach the joy of the Resurrection.
In our common struggle, let us all place the changing of our mode of existence from the individual to the personal as our
chief goal. Let us surpass ourselves and learn to share our love with Christ, who beckons to us with good tidings (the
literal meaning of the word «Gospel»). By focusing our attention on our mode of existence, we can alter our lonely path
towards death into perpetual communion with God and our fellow men, in freedom and love. This is the invitation and
challenge that lies before us. Let us learn something from the mindset of our ancestors, who never ceased their struggle
and self-sacrifice. In the modern journey of our Greek communities, let us hold the joyous news of the Gospel and the
lived experiences of our forefathers as a guide, so we can show ourselves worthy of our culture and historical accom-
plishments. I wish you all a blessed remainder of Lent and a blessed Pascha.

Fr. Cleopas Strongylis
Dean
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Announcements

Parent-Teacher Conference -
Report Cards

, i ) Friday, April 9 (5:30 pm — 6:30 pm)
Kabapotatov Ao empounvovoe

TNG VYIS TO DQOOATO VOTEQO ATTEQL,
oVUyvedo, kKataxvig, dev ameQvovoe
T ovEAVOL O¢€ Kavéva amo Ta HéQn,
KaLamo exel Kivnpévo apyodpuvoovoe
TOO0 YAUKO OTO MEOCWTO T' a€QL,
TIOL AgG KAt A€eL PLEG TNG KAEOLAG Tax PUAAX
«yAvketd 1 Cwr) KL 0 O&dvatog pavgida».

Saturday, April 10 (12:20 pm — 1:00 pm)
Holy Week Break
Monday, March 29 — Saturday, April 3
Pascha
Sunday, April 4
Spring Break
Monday, April 19— Saturday, April 24
Greek Independence Day Parade
Xowotog avéorn)! Néo, yéQoL kat kOpatg Sunday, April 25
OAol, pkQot, peydAol etoluaoOnre,
HEoa 0TI eKKANOLEG Teg dadpvoPooalg
e T0 Pws NG XaeAs ovupalwxOnte,
avoiléate aykaAléc elgnvoPpooalg
ouTEooTA& 0Tovg Aylovg, kat pLAnOelte,
duAnOelte yAvkd xelAn pe xeiAn,
miéote XQLotog aveor, ex0pol kat GpiAot.

Classes Resume
Monday, April 26
Metropolis of Boston Greek Schools
Graduation Program
Saturday, June 5
(Maliotis Cultural Center)
Cathedral Greek School Graduation

Program
Aapvaig g kabe mMAaka €xovv oL tadot,

Kat BoédPn woala otV ayKaAlk oL Havvadeg,
YAVKODwWVa, KortwvTag tals Lwyoadt-
opévalg eikoveg, PaAAovve ot PpaAtadeg,
AGUTIEL TO AOT|UL AQUTIEL TO XQUOAPL
Ao T0 Pws IOV XUVOLVE OL AaUTIADEG,
Kk&Oe MEOoWMO AduTeL amt' T aylokéQL,
oTtoV kKQatoLVe oL XQLoTIavol 0To X€QL.

Sunday, June 6 at 3:00 pm
(Function Hall, Cathedral Center)

AtovUo106 LoAwpog (‘
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